Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PEKING 01773 170729Z 
21 

ACTION SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

000415 

R 170547Z SEP 75 
EMUSLO PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4427 
INEO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

CONEIDENTIAL PEKING 1773 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PINT CH 

SUBJECT: CHOU EN-LAI'S HEALTH 

1. ACCORDING TO ROMANIAN AMBASSADOR GAVRILESCU- 
REPORTED TO US BY HIS DCM DOROBANTU-PREMIER CHOU 
EN-LAI'S HEALTH HAS DETERIORATED QUITE NOTICEABLY OVER 
THE SUMMER. GAVRILESCU, WHO HAS PROBABLY SEEN MORE OE 
CHOU THAN ANY OTHER AMBASSADOR IN PEKING, NOTED THE 
DECLINE IN CHOU'S APPEARANCE FROM THE TIME HE SAW HIM 
IN MAY TO HIS RECENT MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 7. DOROBANTU 
RELATED THE STORY TO US IN A GRAVE TONE AND ILLUSTRATED 
EXTENT OE CHOU'S DECLINE BY MOVING HIS HAND FROM A 
RELATIVELY HIGH TO A VERY LOW POSITION. 

2. COMMENT: WE DOUBT ROMANIANS WOULD EXAGGERATE 
DECLINE IN CHOU'S HEALTH. GAVRILESCU'S IMPRESSION 
TENDS TO CONEIRM THAT CHOU IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
EEEBLE. 
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